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Steps to Finding Reliable Information

• Step 1: Get ready to manage the information you find

• Step 2: Plan your search

• Step 3: What sort of information – sources?

• Step 4: Look for books - use Primo and ebook collections

• Step 5: Look for research level material, e.g. journal articles. Use the 
Find Databases option in Primo to identify relevant databases, then link 
and search

• Step 6: Look for support materials - Use Google or other search engines 

• Step 7: Keep track of your references, avoid plagiarism

In all processes: be aware of copyright and the need to avoid plagiarism



Image: Step 4 – Look for books

Step 4: Look for books…



Image: Primo search option

Click on Advanced Search



Image: Primo radio buttons and search boxes

Primo “discovery” tool – searches across multiple library sources + 
some databases



Primo search rules

• Your results depend on applying search rules correctly

• * for different endings e.g. object* looks for object, objects, 
objectify, objective, objectives

• “phrase search” e.g. “oil spill” looks for these exact words in this 
exact order

• ocean* OR marine looks for either/any of these words (with 
different endings). Will give more results as alternative words are 
searched for

• OR linking word must be in capital letters



Image: Primo – Books+

Books+ tab: finds items that contain the search terms in title or 
description of books/theses held in our library



• Default – sorted by Relevance. Can change 
this, e.g. by Date-newest

• Availability – Available online (if you didn’t 
use this radio button at the top)

Primo: Refine your results



Image: Primo – results – refining and filtering



Image: Results – keeping track of references
Books: Details tab provides useful information if you are manually 

recording your references



Image: Primo – Citation feature – use with care



Primo: Looking for books on a topic

• Sign in, use Advanced Search

• Use Books+ radio button, then Refine to Available online 

• OR use Online Access Materials, then Refine by Resource Type

• Be flexible with your keywords, e.g. use truncation, alternative words

• If too many results: limit to certain Subject areas

• If too few results: try broadening out your search terms, look for spelling 
errors, check your search rules

• Do not be disappointed if you do not find many items – limitations 
imposed by the indexing in Primo. Extend your search to individual 
collections



How many e-books do we have access to?

700,000+ …and 

counting



Ebooks

• Individual ebook collections: can search across the full-text content of 
ebooks
• Can limit your search to your specialised search terms and keywords

• Search rules vary across each collection

• Download and viewing options vary across the collections (each supplier has 
their own rules)

• Primo search: results are often limited to 
the words which appear in the title or 
description

• There’s a time delay in adding these records to 
Primo

Source: www.blslibrary.com

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiNsb6TjNLMAhVMJ8AKHT8OD_cQjRwIBw&url=http://www.blslibrary.com/2016/03/07/learn-about-library-e-books-on-thursday-march-10-1230-2pm-1st-fl-library/&psig=AFQjCNGQ8J9tVvHErPpzd_H0P2bCGmcBJg&ust=1463058327185481


Popular ebook collections

• Ebook Central
• 130,000+ full text items from lots of different publishers

• ScienceDirect
• 6,000+ full text books published by Elsevier 
• Presented in PDF chapters, can download as required

• SpringerLink
• 70,000+ full texts books published by Springer
• Presented in PDF chapters, can download as required
• Can purchase print-on-demand copy for £24.99

• University Press Scholarship Online (UPSO)
• 15,000 (UPSO) full text items from selected University publishers



Image: Primo – Find Databases

Use the Primo Find Databases option to link through to 

individual e-book collections



Image: Find Databases – All Ebook Collections



Image: Find Databases entry – safe portal/link to resource



Image: Library webpage – extra content, not in Primo

Additional ebook content available from here



Image: Temporary Access to Additional e-content

Trial period access to additional content – this material is NOT indexed in Primo.
Broad coverage for all subjects: suggest you check CUP, EBSCO, Gale, Kortext, 
ProQuest, SAGE and VitalSource
Subject-specific: Law, see GSW for Geology, Bloomsbury for Arts/Humanities



Books 

• Good for overview reading

• Summarise information pulled from lots of 
different primary sources

• Use the citations/references provided in the 
Further Reading or References sections of 
chapters to read beyond a topic, or get more 
detail on a topic

• Use Primo, and the Additional Temporary 
Eresources, to find out what we hold or have 
access to 



Action – get started

• Use Primo for broad searching of ebooks

• Use Primo > Find Databases to link through to individual ebook
collections, e.g. Ebook Central, SpringerLink, ScienceDirect and 
UPSO to carry out much more detailed searches within ebooks

• Remember to look in our Temporary E-resources list as this 
content is not listed in Primo

• VitalSource may be of particular use (currently available to 
end June)



https://www.abdn.ac.uk/library
/support/information-skills-
179.php
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