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Tools for finding academic information

Tools/resources depend on the type of information you’re looking for:

• Books: Primo, e-book collections (Ebook Central, SpringerLink, 
ScienceDirect etc.), Google and Google Scholar

• Reports and commercial/trade information: Google Advanced 
Search

• Journal articles published outside the date range of the databases 
we subscribe to: Google Scholar 

• Journal articles (research papers), reviews, conference papers, book 
chapters: databases 



Academic databases, Primo Articles+ tab, Google Scholar: 
an overview

Academic databases contain scholarly 
and peer-reviewed articles and other 
material written by researchers and 
experts in a field 

Primo concentrates on our holdings but 
has additional features: 

• links you to online resources

• its Articles+ function searches many 

of our online collections directly from 

within the Primo platform

Google Scholar provides a simple way to 
broadly search for scholarly literature. 
It is helpful when you are starting the 
research process on a topic and finds 
credible journal articles. Often returns 
results you wouldn’t find elsewhere

Scopus and Web of Science are two of 
our largest multidisciplinary databases. 
They are user-friendly yet powerful 
search tools with many options for 
narrowing and sorting results, and extra 
features to help you organise your 
research better

Articles+ is less powerful than searching 
directly from within a database and 
doesn’t have as many options for 
narrowing and sorting results

Google Scholar is not maintained by
subject specialists; computer errors and 
repetitions are frequent. Much less 
sorting and refinement options than in 
academic databases

We have access to over 200 different 
academic databases covering all 
subjects taught at the 
University of Aberdeen

Articles+ doesn’t search all of our online 
resources

Sometimes Google Scholar misses 
important articles



In this session you will…

• Look at the importance of planning any searching that you carry out in 
academic databases

• Find out how to find academic databases in your subject area

• Learn how to access academic databases when off-campus

• Have a chance to use Scopus and ask any questions you may have



The first place to begin any searching 

Primo
The Library’s discovery tool 
and portal to e-resources

online resources printed resources        

e-book 
collections

academic 
databases 

books, journals and other items on 
the Library shelves



The importance of search rules 
and planning



Boolean logic operators

• Academic databases search using Boolean operators 
OR & AND are the two main operators used for linking words, phrases and concepts 

• Internet search engines such as Google assume operator AND between words

OR broadens your search by telling the 
database that any of the terms you used 
can be present in the results

AND narrows your search by presenting 
results where your search terms appear 
in the same record

cloning genetics
cloning ethics



• Never type the title of your assignment in as a search

‘Discuss safety issues related to wind farms particularly those located offshore’

• Apply the search rules to your keywords and phrases

“wind farm” OR “wind turbine”

AND

safety OR maintenance OR inspect*

AND

offshore



Practical exercise: planning a search  

• Business, Management and Accounting:
‘Management strategies for small companies’

• Agricultural Chemistry:
‘The use of fungicides in crop protection’

• Languages and Literature:
‘Discuss the difficulties in literary translation’

• Or use a topic of your choice 



How to find academic databases in 
your subject area: 
Find Databases tab in Primo 



Where is Primo?
www.abdn.ac.uk/library

For a quick search enter 
your keywords here

To navigate to the Primo 
search screen, click on the link



Sign in to your Library account 

Signing in to your account allows you to make full use of Primo’s special 
features and ensures smooth access to our online resources 

1. Click on Sign in from 
the top right corner

2. Select UOA Staff and 
Students 



Find Databases tab in Primo 

Click on Find Databases at the top of the screen
1. Browse the list of databases available in your subject from the options on 

the left 
2. All Ebook Collections lists our collections of e-books
3. Find images, theses, reference and other material in All General Resources 



Find Databases 

Click on a discipline (e.g. Arts and Humanities) to see an alphabetical list of 
databases available



Find Databases

Click on the right arrow > next to a discipline to see a further 
breakdown of databases by subject area 



Find Databases

If you know the name of the database you wish to search, type it into the search 
box. On the results list, click on the name – this opens the database’s details 
page, which contains useful information about its coverage



Find Databases

In the View Online section click on the database’s name. 
Primo will open the database in a new tab



Exercise 1: Identify databases in your subject area 

• Sign in to Primo

• Use the Find Databases tab to find databases in your subject

• Open the details page for a database and link to it from Primo 



Why use Scopus

Large academic database covering science, technology, medicine, social 
science and the arts & humanities

• Over 50 million records in Scopus

• Mainly journal articles and conference papers written by academics

• Some materials date back to the 1820s

Easy to use

• Simple search rules

• Links to full text where available

• Can produce simple bibliographies and export directly to RefWorks

• Lots of help available from their own help screens



Scopus



Scopus 

Click on the plus symbol + to add more search boxes for your 
second/third idea



Quick search: broad terms, little refining, may not apply all the search rules. 
Asking the question: is there content? 

Scopus 



Scopus

Yes, there is. Now we can go back and improve the search – click on the Edit
button underneath the number of results retrieved 



Scopus

1. Think about the search rules and type in your keywords
2. One idea in the top box, second idea in the second box



Scopus 

594 documents including articles, reviews, book chapters and conference papers



Scopus 

If the number of results is large you can add more keywords at the top left 
to search within the results Scopus has already returned



Searching within the results has removed 232 records

Scopus

Sort your results 
by times cited, 
relevance, authorRefine what you find by 

year, author, subject area, 
document type and other 
options on the left of the 
screen



The following options for arranging and refining your results are common to Scopus and many other academic databases

You can change the order in which results are listed by:

• Date Newest or Date Oldest 

• Cited by

Brings most frequently cited papers to top of results list - helps identify classic/important papers

Favours older papers over newer ones

Can indicate subject areas not heavily researched

• Relevance

This is based on search terms you used and the order in which you entered them

• Source Title/Authors

Papers from high impact journals, or respected authors, are well-regarded and listed down the left-hand side of 

the screen 

Evaluating options in Scopus 



Exercise 2: Applying your search strategy to Scopus

Topics:

• ‘Management strategies for small companies’ 

• ‘The use of fungicides in crop protection’

• ‘Discuss the difficulties in literary translation’

• Or topic of your choice 

Instruction:

1. Link to Scopus from Primo

2. Use the Documents tab to perform a search using your search strategy

3. Sort and refine your results 



Viewing your results in Scopus

To see the abstract for an item you are interested in click on View abstract
To see the full record for an item click on the title



Viewing your results in Scopus

Clicking on the title of a document opens its details page where you can see:

the document’s references, other documents citing it, related documents 
important keywords



Accessing full-text content: the Find It button (example 1) 

Click on the Find It button to check if we have full-text access to an article or if it’s 
available on paper 



Accessing full-text content: the Find It button

Clicking on Find It opens the article’s details page in Primo. You may be asked to sign in at 
this point. In the View Online section click on the name of the provider, e.g. SAGE. You will 
be taken to the provider’s website where you can access the article in full-text 

Primo informs 
us that this 
article is 
Available Online 



Retrieving a document 

Once on the provider’s website, you can either read the 
article online or click on the PDF icon to download it 



Accessing full-text content: the Find It button (example 2)

Click on the Find It button to check if we have full-text access to an article or if it’s 
available on paper 



Accessing full-text content: the Find It button

In the How to get it section of this article Primo there is a Resource Sharing option. 
This means that we don’t hold he article in print or electronic format

Primo displays a 
‘check for available 
services’ message 
under this article  



Accessing full-text content: checking journal availability  

If in doubt about the availability of an article, go back to Scopus and copy the journal’s 
name. Paste it into Primo and select the Books+ option. Primo will run a search across our 
collections of journals and tell you if we do have a journal in print or electronic format 

Copy the journal’s 
name, e.g. Istoriya



Managing the results you have found

Select records by ticking the boxes next  to them, then choose the desired 
action from the options above your results



Exercise 3: Accessing documents through Scopus

• Return to your results list 

• Click on the title of an item and identify additional keywords 

• Link to full-text

• Select references to manage



Web of Science 



Web of Science 

Once linked through from Primo, click on Access now



Web of Science

1. Can select specific library e.g. Web of Science Core Collection or 
select All Databases and refine later

2. Click Add row for more search boxes



Web of Science

Idea 1 in the first box

Idea 2 in the second box



Web of Science

Results are presented in chronological order with the newest publication 
at the top. To change this, select an option at the top of the screen

Navigate to the next 
set of results by 
clicking the right 
arrow at the top and 
bottom of the page



Viewing your results in Web of Science

Abstract feature common in Web of Science and Scopus



Viewing your results in Web of Science

Clicking on a title opens the details page of a particular item 



Web of Science

To check if we have full-text access to an article, click on Find It 



Accessing full-text content: the Find It button

Clicking on Find It opens the article’s details page in Primo. You may be asked to sign in at 
this point. In the View Online section click on the name of the provider, e.g. ScienceDirect. 
You will be taken to the provider’s website where you can access the article in full-text 

Primo informs 
us that this 
article is 
Available Online 



Managing the results you have found 

Tick the boxes next to the records that interest you and export 
to RefWorks, print or email them to yourself

Search within results to 
introduce another idea



Managing the results you have found 

Refine what you find by year, subject area, document type, author and 
other options on the left hand side of the screen



If you are struggling to find relevant material: 

• Identify one or 2 good papers and…

1. Move backwards in time – look at the references used to support the paper

2. Move forwards in time – look at who has cited that paper since it was published

3. Look at papers related to this one - different options in each database

4. Use keywords from these to revise your search

• You will never get the perfect search terms at the start of a search. Look at your search 
history and see what you have tried already 

• Check your spelling and typing. Try a different resource; there are many to pick from



Some other academic databases



Primo - Find 
Databases



Access e-resources when off-campus

To access our electronic materials you must prove that you are a student from University of 
Aberdeen. On-campus you are recognised if you link through Primo

Off-campus you may have to:

• Use Shibboleth/Institution login route if offered 

• Allow pop-ups on certain sites

• Install plug-ins 

• Change settings on a browser

• Use the Virtual Desktop Infrastructure 

See Library guide on Accessing Electronic Information for details:
www.abdn.ac.uk/library/documents/guides/qgdbs005.pdf

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/documents/guides/qgdbs005.pdf


Access e-resources when off-campus: using the VDI

Some academic databases require you to use the Virtual Desktop Infrastructure when 
off-campus. To determine this:

1. Go to Primo
2. Select Find Databases
3. Browse to the online collection you want to access
4. Click on the name of a database to open its details page. In the Details section, 

check the Authentication Route

Authentication Route is Shibboleth/UK Federation and IP: 
no need to use the VDI
Authentication Route listed as IP: 
you will need to use the VDI when off campus



Using the VDI

To find out about remote access to the Library, see section: 
www.abdn.ac.uk/toolkit/systems/remote-access/ in Toolkit



Help & Support 

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any difficulty with using Primo or any of our 
databases

• The Sir Duncan Rice Library – speak to staff on Floors 1 or 3-6, or email subjectteam@abdn.ac.uk

• Taylor Library – speak with staff at the Help Desk or email lawlib@abdn.ac.uk

• Medical Library – speak with staff at the Help Desk or email medlib@abdn.ac.uk

For subject-related inquiries, contact: 

• Ewan Grant e.grant@abdn.ac.uk (Arts & Humanities) 

• Janet MacKay  j.i.mackay@abdn.ac.uk (Business & Law) 

• Mel Bickerton m.bickerton@abdn.ac.uk (Dentistry, Medicine & Medical Sciences) 

• Claire Molloy c.a.l.molloy@abdn.ac.uk (Education & Social Science) 

• Susan McCourt s.mccourt@abdn.ac.uk (Engineering, Life & Physical Sciences) 

• Eleni Borompoka eleni.boro@abdn.ac.uk (General Support)

mailto:subjectteam@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:lawlib@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:medlib@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:e.grant@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:j.i.mackay@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:m.bickerton@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:c.a.l.molloy@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:s.mccourt@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:eleni.boro@abdn.ac.uk


Further Help & Support 

• Our list of Library guides can be found at
www.abdn.ac.uk/library/support/library-guides-101.php

• Check MyAberdeen as some of the reading materials for your course may already be 
available there

• For any IT-related queries contact our colleagues at the IT Service Desk 
servicedesk@abdn.ac.uk

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/support/library-guides-101.php
mailto:servicedesk@abdn.ac.uk


Responsible access and use
• Downloaded material

-For your personal use, not for sharing
-If you share, non-compliance with terms/conditions of our license, reduces our usage stats 
(and may lead to cancellation of subscriptions due to low use)

• Copyright law applies to print and online materials
-Print, copy or scan one chapter of a book
-Some publishers of electronic books will allow more than this

Access to material of a pornographic, criminal or offensive nature including material promoting 
terrorism is not permitted and the University's web filters will operate to block this. If you need 
to work with any terrorist-related material that is essential to support your intellectual research 
or study you must clear this use in advance with your supervisor

Library Regulations available at www.abdn.ac.uk/library/using-libraries/library-regulations-65.php

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/using-libraries/library-regulations-65.php


Any questions?



We would be very grateful if you could take a 
minute to fill in the evaluation form!



Thank you for attending! 


